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LESSON

7
Debating an Issue

an important life skill. Argument and debate are also important in some professions. Many debaters are attracted 

provides an introduction to the art of formal debating and the various skills and rules of a debate. 

 Lesson Outcomes

• list the key concepts used in debating
• hold a debate 

 Curriculum Links
LO 1: Listening and Speaking 
• demonstrate critical awareness of language use in 

oral situations
• demonstrate knowledge of different forms of oral 

communication for social purposes

 Lesson Notes
Formal Debating

leagues where competitions are organised between 
schools. As with any other sport there are also terms and 
rules that debaters have to know and obey. 
The terminology and participants in a formal debate 
• motion

statement of opinion or point of view which is stated 

motion.
•

proposing team agrees with the motion and the 
opposing team disagrees with the motion. 

•
– known as the  - and the adjudicators that their 
point of view is correct and that they have provided 
the most convincing argument – whether they 
personally agree with the motion or not. 

•
chairperson.

The structure of a formal debate
•

relevant evidence to support their side of the 

teams will each get a short amount of time prior 

an impromptu debate relies heavily on general 

•

usually speak for eight minutes each.
•

speaker and the proposing third speaker have their 
turns.

•
and provides a brief outline of the case that the team 

speakers in their teams and give more background 
research and evidence to support the team’s point of 

their team’s main points and argue that the opposing 
team is mistaken.

•

speakers from the opposing sides.
•

the reply speeches are 4 minutes each.
•

what is known as a point of information.
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How is the winning team chosen?

the winner.

debate and the strategy that the speakers employed.

feel about a particular topic; instead they should consider 
the contributions of each team member and the overall 
performance of the team.

? TASK

by following the “rules” outlined in the lesson. 
Choose a proposing and opposing team and a 
chairperson.
Here are two suggestions for the motion of the 
debate:
School uniforms are old fashioned and have no 
place in a modern education system.
or
History is in the past and is of no use to learners 
today.




