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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

South African Drama 
LESSON

8
Portraying a character 

story.  Understanding how characters are created will help you to analyse characters when you are reading or 
watching a play.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you should be able to: 
•
• explain how an actor develops a character 
•

character seem real to the audience

 Curriculum Links
LO2: Reading and Viewing 
• recognise how dialogue and action are related to 

character and theme

 Lesson Notes

we understand characters and their emotions through 

out how characters are portrayed on stage and you will 
be able to comment on the process of characterisation.
Understanding the context of the play 

the director’s vision for the play. 
Developing movement, gestures and facial 
expressions

may watch people who are similar to their characters to 

voices they want to use. Actors may also do research 
into the cultural or social background of the characters 
that they play. Actors then use this knowledge and the 
observations to create their character. 

Voice quality

powerful tool when it 
comes to developing 

it can transform 
the character into 

create a distinct voice 

to how people speak and how they use their voices in 

people express different emotions.

Interactions with other characters

and relationships with other characters. An in-depth 
understanding of what motivates their character enables 
actors to react to situations or to respond to another actor 
as the character they are playing and not as themselves.
Costumes and props
Costumes and props also help an actor bring a character 

the audience and to which they can relate. 

? TASK

personality of each character portrayed in the 
following two descriptions. Substantiate your answer 
by explaining how the personality of each character is 
portrayed.

man playing the guitar and making eye contact 
with the audience and other actors.

a hunched posture. She walks slowly and 
doesn’t take up much space. She is constantly 
looking around to see who is watching her 
and keeps her head down. She is wearing a 
cream shawl over her head and shoulders and 
carrying an old brown suitcase. 




