
Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Writing Skills

81

LESSON

7
Developing your tone and voice 

tone and voice in more detail and how these elements help in creating a style that is suitable and interesting for each 
piece of writing that you do. 

 Lesson Outcomes

•
• chose a tone and voice appropriate to a writing 

task
• identify and describe the tone and voice in a piece 

of writing

 Curriculum Links
LO 3: Writing and Presenting
•

 Lesson Notes
Tone refers to a writer’s ability to create an attitude 
toward the subject matter of a piece of writing.
•

with the subject. 

described in a funny way – in this case the tone 
would be humorous. 

•

serious in tone.
•

adjective.

gentle or persuasive

Tip!
A good way to check the tone of a piece of writing is 

sound like in your head – imagine that you can hear the 
voice.

Voice is the writer’s personality coming through the 

who cares about the message. 
•

determine how much of your “voice” will come 
through.

yourself will show more evidence of your voice 
than a report written for your school’s governing 
body.

•
should let your voice or personality come through 
or whether you should rather write objectively and 
keep your personality hidden.
A piece of creative writing is much stronger and 

an e-mail or SMS to a friend or a creative essay 
then by all means let your personality shine 

your “voice” out of formal writing tasks such as the 

formal letter of complaint. 

? TASK

that is used and how the author’s voice comes 
through. 

teenager in South Africa these days is the best 
thing and worst thing that could happen to you. On 
the one hand we are young and live in a time of 

respect for other cultures is a way of life and we 
have a constitution that protects our rights. On the 

also have to work hard to take advantage of all the 
chances that come our way.




