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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Vocabulary

 Lesson notes
Here are some pairs of words that are often confused:

Confusing pair Sentences that use the 
words correctly

“practice” is a noun
“practise” is a verb

Practice is important if you 
want to master a musical 
instrument.
I must practise my guitar.

“advice” is a noun
“advise” is a verb

Your advice is important to 
me.
I don’t know what to advise 
you to do.

“accept” means to 
receive
“except” means not 
including 

Everyone was there to 
accept their award, except 
him.

“quiet” means silent
“quite” means fairly

It was quite quiet when my 
speakers broke.

“loose” means not tight
“lose” means to 
misplace or not win 

My pants are so loose, that if 
I put my wallet in my pocket, 
I am sure to lose it!

The word ‘lend’ and ‘borrow’ are often confused. Here 
they are used correctly:

?

E 2+2=4

 TASK
Identify which words have been used incorrectly 
in the following sentences and replace them with 
the correct word:
The counsel has decided that in order for people 
to be legible to vote, they must live in the town. 
This is to insure that the rites of local residents 
are considered.

Words that are often confused
It is important not only to know how to spell words, but how to use them correctly in sentences. Computer 
spell-checks can find and correct spelling errors, but they do not detect words that have been misused. Become 
aware of common pairs of confusing words, so that you can consciously choose the correct one when you are 
writing or editing your work.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
•  differentiate between some words that are often 

confused

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
•  identify and explain the meanings of words and 

use them correctly in a range of texts
•  distinguish between commonly-confused 

homophones and homonyms and use them with 
growing accuracy in texts
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