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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Vocabulary

 Lesson notes
An antonym is a word which is opposite in meaning to 
another word.
Prefixes are sometimes used to create antonyms or 
opposites. 
For example:
• friendly – unfriendly
• understood – misunderstood
• toxic – non-toxic
• satisfied – dissatisfied
• decisive – indecisive
Sometimes, one root word can take more than one 
prefix creating two different antonyms. 
For example, both words below are antonyms of the 
word interested, however they have slightly different 
meanings.
• disinterested – neutral or unbiased
• uninterested – not interested or apathetic
Synonyms are words that have approximately the 
same meaning as other words.
For example, here are some synonyms of the word 
“clever”. They may have approximately the same 
meaning as clever, but they bring slightly different 
pictures to mind…

The synonym that you use should be appropriate for 
the context where it is used.
For example, you may say that a model is slim and 
a prisoner looks underfed. Both of these words are 
synonyms for “thin”, but in these contexts, they are not 
interchangeable.
Finding synonyms for dull words
Try to banish dull words from your writing and instead 
try and find synonyms to replace them. Not only will 
your descriptions be fresher and more interesting, 
they will also be more precise. This is because you 
will be using more specific adjectives rather than the 
very general boring ones.
Here are some alternatives to dull words
big – astronomical, immense, substantial, massive
little – tiny, puny, delicate, undersized
nice – pleasant, enjoyable, proficient, pleasing
good – admirable, incredible, sensational, valuable
bad – evil, harmful, negative, unfortunate
said - questioned, demanded, yelled, exclaimed, 
enquired
went - trudged, marched, sauntered

?  TASK
Use each of the above “alternatives to dull words” 
in a sentence to show that you know what it means 
and when it is appropriate to use it. 
The synonyms for “big” have been used in 
sentences as an example:
• The bill was astronomical!
• Our new offices are immense.
• You have made a substantial improvement!
• A massive elephant stormed our car!

Synonyms and antonyms
In English there are many words with similar meanings. Using synonyms enables you to replace dull or 
overused verbs and adjectives with livelier alternatives. Antonyms are words that are opposite in meaning. In 
this lesson we learn about antonyms that are formed by adding prefixes and synonyms.  

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define synonyms and antonyms
• chose appropriate synonyms for overused words

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
•  identify and explain the meanings of words and use 

them correctly in a range of texts
•  use one word for a phrase and a range of familiar 

synonyms and antonyms correctly
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