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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Vocabulary

 Lesson notes
Etymology is the study of the origins of words.
If you look in a dictionary, the etymology of a word is 
often given in square brackets at the end of the entry. 
Here is an example…
cauliflower n. cabbage with large white flower-head  
[F chou fleuri flowered cabbage]
In this example, the F indicates that the original word 
was French.

Knowing the etymology of 
words will help you to:

Example:

Work out the meanings of 
related words

Derma means skin in Greek
The epidermis is the outer 
layer of skin.
A hypodermic needle goes 
under the skin.
A dermatologist is a doctor 
who specialises in treating 
the skin. 

Work out how to pronounce 
words that have retained their 
original pronunciation

You don’t pronounce the “t” in 
the French word “ballet”.
You don’t pronounce the “b” 
in debt which comes from the 
Latin word debitum.

Determine the plural form 
of words that originate from 
other languages

One cactus, many cacti.
One phenomenon, many 
phenomena.

Use words appropriately Live animals are called pigs, 
sheep and cows (from old 
English words); however 
when you eat these animals 
you refer to pork, mutton and 
beef (from French words). 
In the Middle Ages English 
names were used in the 
fields, French names were 
used by the nobility who were 
eating the animals!

Did you know:

?  TASK
Look up each of the following words and determine 
its etymology. The origin of the word is given in 
brackets at the end of the dictionary entry. 
a. Kiosk
b. Schlep
c. Ketchup
d. Sauna
e. Marmalade
f. Loiter
g. Tycoon
h. Taboo

Where does English come from? 
Today, English is spoken by over 750 million people! It is not always spoken as a first language, but it is the 
most popular language that people choose to learn as a second language. One reason for the spread of English 
is that the language continues to grow through the coining of new words and by borrowing words from other 
languages. In this lesson, we explore where English comes from. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• explain where English comes from and the effect 

that this has had on modern English 
• define etymology an advert
• determine the origins of words

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
•  identify and explain the meanings of words and 

use them correctly in a range of texts
•  interpret familiar graphic texts
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