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LESSON

2
More parts of speech
In this lesson we investigate verbs and adverbs which are two of the more complicated parts of speech. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
•
•
• identify an adverb
•

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language   
• identify and use parts of speech such as nouns, 

verbs, pronouns, adjectives and adverbs in a 
range of texts accurately and meaningfully

• use verb tenses and verb forms to express time 
and mood accurately

 Lesson Notes
To decide what part of speech a word is we must always 

A verb is a word which indicates action or existence. 
• Verbs that indicate action include: run, jumped, 

slept, walking, to eat.
• Verbs that indicate existence indicate that 

something is alive or in a state of being: am, is, are,
were, and has been, are examples of words which 
indicate existence and therefore function as verbs.

tense.
• For example, in this sentence: Lindi walks across 

the forecourt.
 The action of walking is happening right now, in the 

present tense.
• The subject of a sentence is the person or thing 

which performs the action. In this sentence Lindi is 
the subject as she is performing the action. 

or existence, but which does not have a tense or 
subject. 
•

verb however a sentence may not only have a non-

• For example, in this sentence: Palesa decided to 
move the car forward.

• “Decided

sense. In other words you cannot say: “Palesa to 
move the car forward.” because “to move” does not 
have any time limitations and so has no tense. 

An adverb is a word which supplies more information 
about a verb.  
For example, in this sentence: 
across the forecourt.
The word  provides us with more information 
about the verb “walked” because it describes the manner 
in which Lindi walked.

Tip!

• Most, but not all, adverbs end in the letters –ly 

which ends in –ly, check to see if it is providing 
more information about the verb.  If it is, the 
word is an adverb. 

• Here are some examples of irregular adverbs 
that don’t end in –ly: fast, well, near, soon, 
seldom.

? TASK

following sentence:
The new petrol tanker hooted loudly.


