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LESSON

Juliet

We have looked at how Romeo’s character is revealed. In this lesson, we extend our understanding of characterisation
by discussing and analysing the character of Juliet.

Lesson Outcomes



By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• analyse Juliet’s character using the events and
dialogue of the play

Lesson notes

Examine the following conversation between Juliet and
her mother to see what we can learn about Juliet and her
relationship with her parents.
Lady Capulet:
Tell me daughter Juliet,
How stands your disposition to be married?
Juliet: It is an honour that I dream not of.
Lady Capulet:
Well, think of marriage now. Younger than you,
Here in Verona, ladies of esteem,
Are made already mothers. By my count,
I was your mother much upon these years
That you are now a maid. Thus then in brief:
The valiant Paris seeks you for his love. …
What say you? Can you love the gentleman?
This night you shall behold him at our feast. …
Speak briefly, can you like of Paris’ love?
Juliet:
I’ll look to like, if looking liking move.
But no more deep will I endart mine eye
Than your consent gives strength to make it fly.

Youth and inexperience
Lady Capulet talks of Juliet’s youth and we learn, during
this scene, that she is thirteen years old. As a girl in
the 16th century, she would have been very closely
protected. She would have had little experience of people
other than those closest to her: her nurse, her parents
and the members of her family.
Formal politeness
The evidence of this is that she speaks with formal
politeness, respectfully calling her mother, “Madam”. This
term of respect shows that Juliet acknowledges

Curriculum Links

LO 2: Reading and Viewing
• explore and explain key features of texts and how
they contribute to meaning
drama:
• recognise how dialogue and action are related to
character and theme

her mother’s authority over her. She also asks what
her mother wants from her. She seems to be polite and
submissive, controlled by her mother, and willing to obey.
Her reply when her mother asks what she thinks of being
married is extremely tactful.
Her thoughts on marriage
Juliet calls marriage “an honour” – a privilege or
distinction – which she has not yet considered or thought
about. She implies that she would feel privileged if her
parents suggested she should be married. She also
says she hasn’t dreamed of being married. The word
“dreamed” also suggests her willingness to fit in with
whatever arrangements her parents might make.
Notice that her father has been approached by Paris,
and has decided to allow Paris to think about marriage
with Juliet. Her mother informs her of what her father has
decided and the arrangements are made by the parents.
Juliet is not allowed to choose her future husband for
herself. This is the way marriages were arranged within
the higher social classes. It was not in any way unusual.
However, her mother does ask her what she thinks about
Paris.
Summary
From this dialogue and at this point in the play Juliet
appears young and inexperienced. She is dominated by
her father and mother. She is very willing to be obedient
and do whatever her parents want of her. There is no
sign as yet of the strong-willed girl we know she is about
to become!
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TASK

Find the words of the sonnet that Romeo
and Juliet speak to one another and break
the lines into the different components of a
sonnet.
Discuss the meaning and significance of
each group of lines.
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