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 Lesson notes
A sentence is a complete thought that is 
expressed in words.
A sentence:
• is also a group of words that has a subject and a 

predicate 
• must make sense
The subject is the part of the sentence that 
indicates who or what does the action of the verb.
To find the subject of the sentence, ask yourself who 
or what is doing the verb.
The policeman drove. 
The burglar ran. 
In these sentences, “the policeman” and “the burglar” 
are the subjects and “drove” and “ran” are the verbs. 
The predicate:
• expands on the subject
• is always introduced by the verb
• can include an object
The object is the part of the sentence that has the 
verb done to it.
To find the object of a verb, ask yourself who? or 
what? after the verb.

The policeman chased the burglar.
In this sentence the policeman is the subject as he 
is doing the chasing and the burglar is the object 
because he is being chased. The predicate is “chased 
the burglar” as it is introduced by a verb (“chased”), it 
tells us more about the subject (“the policeman”) and 
includes an object (“the burglar”).

All sentences need a subject and a verb, and 
some verbs also need an object. It is important 
for you to be able to determine when a sentence 
is complete, as a common mistake that people 
make is leaving out a part of a sentence and 
communicating with incomplete thoughts.

Tip!

What is a sentence? 
In this lesson, you will learn more about what is needed to make a complete sentence. Once you know about 
the basic elements of sentences, you will be able to combine these elements to make clearer, more vivid writing.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define a sentence
• identify the components of a simple sentenceidentify the components of a simple sentence

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
• use structurally sound sentences in a meaningful 

and functional manner
• use subject, object and predicate correctly (linkeduse subject, object and predicate correctly (linked 

to task)
• use simple sentences appropriately and correctlyuse simple sentences appropriately and correctly 

and construct acceptable compound and complex 
sentences by using clauses, phrases and 
conjunctions

LESSON

1

?  TASK
• State whether or not each of the following 

groups of words is a sentence. 
• If the group of words is not a sentence, say 

what is missing and add words to make it a 
complete sentence.

 1.  Sitting in straight rows
 2.  The fashion show impressed
 3.  The president and the whole cabinet




