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 Lesson notes
The newspaper industry depends on having intelligent 
and informed people working as journalists, editors, 
photographers and sub-editors. 
The kind of qualities and skills that you need to do this 
work include: 
• a sense of curiosity about the world
• an awareness of everything that is going on in 

current affairs and society 
• a broad general knowledge
• an interest in keeping up to date by reading 

newspapers and magazines, watching TV news 
and listening to the radio 

• bravery and an ability to ask people difficult 
questions 

• good communication skills
• excellent writing skills and an ability to write 

simple, clear and easy to understand articles 
How does one become a journal�st?
South Africa has some excellent university, college and 
technikon courses that provide the skills to become 
a journalist. But there are lots of other ways into the 
industry.
For example, many newspapers have what is called 
a cadet programme. This is a training programme 
for young journalists with no experience. It is like an 
apprenticeship - you learn on the job. The best way to 
find out about these cadet programmes or internships is 
to contact your local newspaper and ask them for more 
information.
 

?  TASK
• Take a few minutes to sit down with a 

newspaper and skim through five articles that 
interest you. 

• Make a note of what type of articles they are 
– for example news or editorial or a feature, 
and so on.

• Afterwards, look at how many of each style of 
writing you read. 

• Did you read all news stories? Maybe it was 
only reviews, or maybe you read a mix of the 
different types. 

• Can you identify what it is about a story that 
grabs YOUR attention – after all everyone 
is different and everyone reads for a slightly 
different reason.

The Newspaper Industry
The career choice of working as a journalist or for the newspaper industry is an exciting and interesting one. In this 
lesson we are introduced to the skills, characteristics and attitudes that are important for a career in journalism. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• list the skills, characteristics and attitudes that are 

important for a career in journalism

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation 
(linked to task)

• explore and explain key features of texts and how 
they contribute to meaning 

• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 
visual, audio and audio-visual texts
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