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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

Read�ng Newspapers

 Lesson notes
The letters pages
Newspapers contain the thoughts and opinions of a 
range of journalists, editors and experts. However, a 
newspaper is most successful when there is a two-
way exchange of ideas and information between the 
newspaper and the readers. Every newspaper has 
a letters section where readers can write in with their 
comments and opinions about what has appeared in the 
paper. 
This is what the letters to the editor look like in the 
Sunday Times:

Letters to the ed�tor are more l�kely to be 
publ�shed �f they:
• are relevant and topical 
• make the point quickly and effectively
• provide evidence to back up the point of view 

being expressed

• are not offensive or insulting
Th�ngs to th�nk about when express�ng an op�n�on �n 
a letter
What happens when one person’s freedom of expression 
is hurtful and insulting to another person? We all have 
the right to express what we think and feel about a topic; 
however it is important to do this in a way that does not 
insult another person’s lifestyle, race, gender or beliefs. A 
letter should substantiate your point of view with evidence 
without using offensive statements, insults or hate 
speech.
Letters are subject�ve types of wr�t�ng
Letters to the editor are definitely an example of 
subjective writing. Because they are not restricted by the 
editor, they can be as subjective as the writer likes. Of 
course, the opinions that are stated should be supported 
by facts.

?  TASK
1. Find 3 examples of letters that have been 

written to the editor.
2. For each letter:
 • state the writer’s opinion
 • state the writer’s intention 
3. Give evidence to support your answers.

Letters to the Newspapers
In this lesson we look at the public’s right to comment and express opinions through the letters pages. Learners are 
given advice on how to express personal opinions on matters that are important to them in a way that is non-offensive 
and constructive. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• list characteristics of an effective letter to a 

newspaper
• identify the opinion expressed in a letter and 

comment on the letter’s style

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and v�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning (linked to task)
• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 

visual, audio and audio-visual texts
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