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 Lesson notes
What are op�n�on p�eces or ed�tor�als?
• When editors write their opinion, the article is 

called an editorial; when people from outside the 
newspaper are invited to comment on a topic, the 
article is called an opinion piece. 

• An opinion piece is a well considered piece 
of writing where a person discusses an issue 
– it could be a current issue or an issue that 
happened some time ago that is still relevant 
today.

Intent�ons of ed�tor�als:
• To expla�n or �nterpret – Editors often use these 

editorials to explain the way the newspaper 
covered a sensitive or controversial subject. 

• To cr�t�c�se – These editorials constructively 
criticise actions, decisions or situations while 
suggesting solutions to the problem identified. The 
main focus of these editorials is to point out the 
problem, not to provide the solution.

• To persuade – Persuasive editorials aim to 
immediately identify the solution, rather than 
discuss the problem. From the first paragraph, 
readers are encouraged to see the writer’s point of 
view about how to solve the problem.

• To pra�se – These editorials commend people 
and organisations for something done well.

Opinion pieces can also have the above intentions.
Why do newspapers publ�sh op�n�on and ed�tor�al 
art�cles?
Newspapers are very important in a democracy because 
a newspaper is about more than just reporting the news. 
It is also a place where people who read the paper are 
given a chance to express their own opinions.
The opinion pages are also important because they tell 
us that it is not so important to all agree with each other, 
but rather that we can say what we think.

 TASK
• Find the editorial and opinion pages of a 

newspaper.
• For each article in the section state in one or 

two sentences:
 • what is the writer’s intention 
 • what is the main point being made

Read�ng Op�n�ons and Ed�tor�als
In this lesson we look at how opinions are expressed in newspapers. We give advice on expressing opinions 
constructively and we discus the right to express an opinion as well as the responsibility to respect the opinions of 
others. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify the intention of an editorial or opinion piece 
• identify the opinion that has been given
• comment on how an opinion has been supported 

by the article

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and v�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning (linked to task)
• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 

visual, audio and audio-visual texts
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