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 Lesson notes
What are rev�ews?
Reviews are written to enable someone (usually an 
expert) to express his or her opinion about something. In 
the newspaper, you will find reviews on a range of topics, 
including movies, music, cars, restaurants, fashion and 
books. 

A review is 
quite subjective 
because it 
gives a lot 
of opinions. 
However, the 
review isn’t 
completely 
subjective. For 
example, a film 
review will also 
include facts 

such as what the film is about, and who acts in it.
Why are rev�ews �ncluded �n newspapers?
We like to give our opinions about books we’ve read, 
films or television shows we’ve seen, and restaurants 
we’ve eaten at. We also like to hear what others think, 
because this will help us to decide if something is worth 
trying for ourselves. The intention of a review is to inform 
people about what is out there, but also to allow them to 
make up their own minds. 
What makes a well wr�tten rev�ew?
Reviewers should
• know the material being reviewed.
• show respect for what is being reviewed by 

finishing watching, listening to, or reading the 
subject of the review.

• do some background research. This will make 
them better able to comment on the value of what 

 is being reviewed. 
• describe and explain what is being reviewed, but 

should never give away the plot.  
• give their own opinions, but be able to 

substantiate them.
Support�ng an op�n�on �n a rev�ew 
A review is all about one person’s opinion. Even though 
it’s subjective, it’s important that the reviewer is able to 
give reasons and justifications for each opinion. 
Reviewers should also be fair. There are usually some 
good points to balance the bad – and the reviewer’s 
opinion needs to take both sides into account.

?  TASK
• Think about a movie you have seen, a book 

you have read, a song you have heard on the 
radio, or even a television programme you 
might have seen. 

• Write a short review (100 words) of a 
book, film or CD giving your opinion and 
recommendations or criticisms.

• Use the advice given in this lesson to ensure 
that your review is well-written and your 
opinions are substantiated and fair.

Read�ng Rev�ews
This lesson looks at the review articles in newspapers. We explore ways of expressing a subjective opinion in a 
way that is fair and based on expertise and knowledge. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify the intention of the review
• tell the difference between subjective and 

objective writing
• identify the techniques used in writing a review

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning 
• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 

visual, audio and audio-visual texts
LO 3: Wr�t�ng and Present�ng
• decide on and apply the appropriate style, point of 

view and format of texts (linked to task)
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