
132

Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

Read�ng Newspapers

 Lesson notes
What �s a feature art�cle?
• Feature articles are generally more expressive 

and creative than news articles. They are similar 
to essays in that they don’t just give facts, but 
also include examples, descriptions, opinions and 
alternative ideas. 

• A feature article is generally much longer than a 
news article – and because of this, there is more 
time for the writer to develop ideas. 

• Feature articles are usually found further 
inside the newspaper than the news articles 
– sometimes there is even a separate section 
where the features are collected.

Feature art�cles are wr�tten on a range of top�cs, 
�nclud�ng:
• interviews with famous people
• travel features about places in the world
• mini histories about a certain time or person
• articles about the world we live in
• trends and fashions in the world
• In the Sunday Times, feature articles are found in 

the lifestyle section.

Character�st�cs of feature art�cles 
• Feature articles can be written at any time - in 

other words, they are not front page news stories 
about something that has just happened.

• Feature articles can be written about any topic. 
Whereas news articles are often about serious 
topics like politics, the economy or crime, feature 
articles can be very serious or very silly. They can 
be wise or they can be wacky. 

• Feature articles are always researched and they 
are based on facts. Just because a feature article 
is about a light hearted subject, it does not mean a 
journalist has made it up.

Some t�ps about wr�t�ng styles for features
• Try to grab the attention of your reader through 

entertaining writing.
• Use a style of writing that is accessible and 

straight to the point. To do this, avoid long-winded 
sentences and rather try to use snappy short 
sentences. 

• Ask yourself: Would this appeal to me if I were 
reading it? Would this make sense? 

 TASK
• Find an example of a feature article. Read 

the first paragraph carefully. 
• Rewrite this paragraph as if it was a news 

article.
• To do this, take out all the words that 

are descriptive and that appeal to the 
imagination. You must leave only the facts 
behind.

Read�ng Feature Art�cles 
The main aim of these lessons is to develop skills to enable you to become an active and informed reader – in other 
words, a reader who understands that different texts have different intentions and need to be approached in different 
ways. Feature articles are another type of writing found in newspapers. We examine the characteristics that make 
them different from news articles. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• explain the difference between a news article and 

a feature article
• identify some of the stylistic devices used by 

feature writers

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning (linked to task)
• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 

visual, audio and audio-visual texts
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