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LESSON

5

 Lesson notes
Depending upon which words have been used 
in newspaper articles, different perceptions can 
be created. This is because words often have 
connotations.
Connotations are the associations or suggestions 
that certain words bring to mind. 
Words with positive connotations create a 
favourable impression.
E.g. Mpho is a lively child. He is a leader who gains 
respect from the other children.  

Words with negative connotations create an 
unfavourable impression. 
e.g. Mpho is a disruptive child.  He is bossy and terrifies 
the other children.  

Neutral words do not have positive or negative 
connotations.  They are often used to state facts. Neutral 
words, don’t have connotations, but they do have 
denotations.

e.g. Mpho is a grade ten learner.
Denotations are the dictionary definitions of a 
word.
When you are examining the words that have been 
used in a news report, advertisement, or review, 
remember to look out for:
• words that have positive or negative connotations.
• emotive connotations that paint a vivid picture in 

the reader’s mind.
• biased or emotionally loaded terms that could 

have been replaced by neutral terms.
• texts that contain a lot of adjectives - these 

provide many opportunities for conveying positive 
or negative opinion.
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 TASK
•  Examine the following paragraph:

After a lull of nearly two weeks, the 
momentum towards a real war is building 
once again. The diplomatic wrangling is 
fast coming to a head, the positions on 
either side are irreconcilably hardening.

1. Identify the words with connotations.
2. State the associations that these words have.
3. Rewrite the paragraph so that it is more 

neutral.

Choice of words
Depending on whether journalists use words with positive or negative connotations, you are able to detect their 
bias for or against something.  Moreover, by using words with emotive connotations, the journalist is able to 
paint a vivid picture in the reader’s mind. In this lesson, we look even more closely at newspaper articles, to 
consider the choice of words in the articles and the effects these have. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define connotation and denotation
• identify words with emotive connotationsidentify words with emotive connotations

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
• develop critical language awareness
• identify denotation and connotation (linked to task)identify denotation and connotation (linked to task)




