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Teacher Gu�deGett�ng �nto Poetry
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Stanzas are the small sections of each poem which are 
separated from each other by a horizontal space on the 
page.
External rhyme refers to similar sounds which are 
repeated at the end of lines which are close to each 
other. 

In these lines from Bob Dylan’s song “Who killed Davey 
Moore?” the words fall and all rhyme with each other. 
This helps to create rhythm in the poem.
Internal rhyme occurs when similar sounding words 
occur within a line. 

In this extract from the poem “i thank You God for most 
this amazing” by e.e. cummings the words “true” and 
“blue” rhyme.
A rhym�ng couplet is when two lines next to each other 
have end words which rhyme with each other.
In this nursery rhyme, the rhyming couplet helps to create 
rhythm. 

Closed form poetry 
is written in a strict 
structure of rhyme and 
rhythm.
This is a sonnet 
written by William 
Shakespeare. 
It follows a very formal, 
set rhyme scheme. 

Open form poetry is experimental and has no set 
structures.

This is an example 
of free verse or 
open form poetry. 
Poetry like this 
gives poets the 
opportunity to 
experiment and 
break through 
the boundaries of 
closed form poetry. 
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 TASK
1. Select one of the poems which you have 

read in class and decide whether it is a 
traditional or free verse poem. 

2. Say what features it has which make it the 
kind of poem you say it is. 

3. Count the number of stanzas in the poem 
and identify examples of enjambment.

Structure of Poems 
This lesson will help you to identify structural elements of poems and use the correct terminology to refer to these 
elements. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify structural elements of poems
• use the correct terminology to refer to these 

elements

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
•	 explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning
poetry
• recognise that verse and stanza forms, rhyme, 

rhythm and punctuation affect meaning (linked to 
task)

“It wasn’t us that made
h�m fall,
No you can’t blame us at
all.”

“� thank you God for most th�s amaz�ng.”
“and a true blue dream of sky”
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