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 Lesson notes
When you complete a film study it is important to watch 
the film slowly and systematically to enable you to notice 
different components and make notes. 
Here are some notes that could be recorded about 
various sequences in the short film Christmas with 
Granny. 
Open�ng sequence
• The music is rhythmic and spiritual. The first 

thing that we see is a close-up shot of fast 
running water. The water then fades into a shot of 
churchgoers who are moving and dancing to the 
rhythmic music that we heard earlier. 

• The churchgoers seem to be completely caught 
up in what they are doing. The filmmaker captures 
this sense of concentration and action by using a 
free-floating or hand-held camera.

• If you are aware of Zionist customs, you may 
know that members of this church are baptised 
in rivers or dams. It is also interesting that the 
water shown is turbulent – or rough – this could be 
symbolic of baptism and how following this faith 
is not an easy thing to do. The turbulent river also 
echoes the conflict that we will later see between 
the boy, Madlozi, and his grandmother. 

Introduct�on to the ma�n character - Madloz�
• The clip begins with a high angle shot of the 

chimney, and the camera tilts downward. This 
enables us to see setting will be set from an 
unusual perspective and we are able to see the 
exterior of the home. This long shot can also 
be described as an establishing shot because it 
shows us the setting in which the action will take 
place. 

• Our first view of Madlozi is a full shot of him 
 urinating on the ground. From the noises of 

chickens we heard earlier we can assume that this 
action is taking place in a rural area, and there is 
no flush toilet.

• We then see shots that cut between the boy’s face 
and the coal. When we see the coal – it is a high-
angle point-of-view shot. We see the coal as the 

 boy would see it. From this, we are encouraged to 
empathise with the boy.

Madloz� and Granny
• Sub-titles are used to give a translation at the 

bottom of the screen. Using an African language 
adds authenticity to the scene.

• The conversation between Madlozi and his 
grandmother is very short, yet it contains various 
clues about these characters.  

• When the grandmother calls Madlozi and he 
answers her with “what?” she reprimands him 
by saying “What are you saying to me?”. From 
this rhetorical question, we can see that the 
grandmother values respect. Replying “what” is 
rude and gets the boy into trouble.

• After being cautioned Madlozi is polite, however 
we can guess that he is a child who challenges 
authority and does not always do what he is 
asked.

• From the dialogue, we can tell that the 
grandmother is strict with Madlozi – she 
reprimands him and instructs him to be quick. 
From this we realise that she is used to being in 
control, and, especially as an older person, she 
expects respect from her grandson.

Pract�s�ng F�lm Study
In the final two lessons in this series, we apply what we know about film study to analysing a film called “Christmas 
with Granny”. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• analyse the opening sequence
• describe and discuss the way characters are 

portrayed based on their initial dialogue

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation
• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 

visual, audio and audio-visual texts
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 TASK
Watch the opening sequence and complete the 
following table:
Characters Film

techniques
Soundtrack Effect Effectiveness
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