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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

F�lm Study Example

 Lesson notes
The m�n�ster
• The long shot of the minister enables us to 

observe his clothing and surroundings. The 
clothing and the church in the background make it 
obvious to viewers that the man is a minister.  

• In the dialogue, Plaatje asks the minister if he can 
use his church as a venue for his bioscope show. 
We can assume that the minister supports Plaatje 
and what he is doing, but the political climate at 
the time would have made it impossible for him to 
allow Plaatje to use the church as a venue.

• Plaatje and the minister are filmed in bright 
sunshine – this helps to convey the idea that their 
plans are good and honest. Also, both characters 
are filmed together in the same shot – this shows 
that they share the same purpose. In places we 
see over the shoulder shots, which make us feel 
as if we are intruding on a private conversation. 

• Our suspicions about the minister wanting to 
support Plaatje on a personal level are confirmed 
when we later see the minister at the bioscope 
show. His body language and smile indicate that 
he supports what is being said. The minister is 
also the only white member of the audience in this 
clip. 

Mr Mohammed
• The long shot of the shop, “Mohammed General 

Dealer” shows us where the action will take place. 
The type of store it is and the old-fashioned signs 
also give us clues as to the time period.

• The first time we see Mr Mohammed we are also 
given clues about this character. We see a close-
up of his smiling face and note that he is lit by 
natural sunlight. These film techniques suggest 
that he will be a likeable character, even before we 
hear him speak. 

Mmus�’s grandmother
• We meet Mmusi’s grandmother when Mmusi 

 takes his new friend home with him. 
• The greetings are very formal and polite. We 

observe the characters together in one shot, which 
indicates that they will be like-minded.

• Mmusi’s grandmother cherishes and represents 
traditional African values as is shown when she 
refuses to let Plaatje (a stranger) sleep in his 
car. When she says “our people say a visitor has 
arrived that we may eat meat” she quotes her 
ancestors and shows the importance she places 
on traditional beliefs. Mmusi’s grandmother’s 
home is also a traditional African home. 

• When Sol Plaatje encourages Mmusi’s 
grandmother to tell her story, the scriptwriter 
illustrates the real Sol Plaatje’s interest in the Land 
Act and viewers are told a story within a story.

Mmus�
• Mmusi plays the part of someone for Sol Plaatje 

to talk to, and in talking to Mmusi, the character of 
Sol Plaatje also talks to us.

• The tender and encouraging way that Plaatje 
speaks to Mmusi helps us to see another side of 
Solomon Plaatje. Instead of thinking about him 
as an activist and politician, as the history books 
present him, these clips show us what he may 
have been like as a person – genuine and caring.

?  TASK
Be on the lookout for how characters have been 
conveyed through the use of dialogue, setting, lighting, 
and clothing in the next film you watch. If you consciously 
try to work out how filmmakers say what they do about 
the characters, you will be amazed not only at how much 
information filmmakers are able to convey, but also at 
how much deep understanding you develop about a film 
almost without your even being aware of it!

Characters �n F�lms
In our previous lesson, we saw how to analyse the main character in a film by looking out for these clues; but 
you can also look out for clues given about or by the supporting actors. In this lesson we discuss some of the 
supporting characters in the film Come See the Bioscope, as well as their interactions with the main character, 
Plaatje.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• analyse and discuss the way a supporting 

character has been presented in a film

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding (linked to task)
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