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 Lesson notes
When the film begins, you see a man driving a car. After 
some time, there is a voiceover which both gives us clues 
and raises questions about the main character.
The voiceover takes the form of a letter. As viewers, we 
assume that the man in the car has written this letter to 
his friend Robert. The words of the letter are as follows:

The letter raises the following questions:
• Who is Robert?
• Who is the man in the car?
• How did he meet someone from America?
• What is he petitioning the government about?
• What equipment has been given to him?
• How is this “opening up a new world”?
• Who are “his people”?
The letter also gives us clues about the main character:
• We can imagine that the letter writer travels 

around a great deal because “no mail has been 
forwarded”.

• From the tone of the letter and the language used, 
we can infer that the writer is an educated man.

• Considering the time period, we might find it 
strange that the man in the car would have a 
friend in America. 

• The words “of course” and “the usual petitioning” 
indicate that the man may be an activist or 
politician if he is often up against the government. 

 We also get the sense that the person that he is 
writing to would support this petitioning and that 

 the petitioning has gone on for some time.

• We realise Roger has donated equipment 
indicating that he may have been supporting the 
driver’s struggle. 

Clues about t�me per�od and sett�ng
In any film, the characters’ clothes and the props that 
are used tell us much about the time period and place in 
which the film has been set.  
Here are some clues about the time period and setting of 
the film Come See the Bioscope: 
• At the end of this sequence the words at the 

bottom of the screen tell us that the action takes 
place in the Western Transvaal, South Africa in 
1924. 

• The car being driven was one of the first Ford cars 
ever made and the road is not tarred but instead 
it’s a gravel road.

• The number plate isn’t like the number plates used 
in recent times or today. It is the type of number 
plate used in the old Transvaal.

• The clothing of the main character includes a 
bowler hat which was fashionable in the 1920s. 

• There is a sign that says “Driefontein 1 Myl”. 
Driefontein is a typical Afrikaans name, meaning 
the three fountains. Also “myl” is the Afrikaans 
spelling of “mile”. This film is set before South 
Africa changed to the metric system and started 
measuring in kilometres. Also, there is no longer a 
province called the Western Transvaal.

• The first bit of conversation takes place in an African 
language, giving a further clue that the film is set 
in South Africa.

?  TASK
Have another look at the first clip you see in the 
film which contains conversation. 
What does this conversation tell us about the 
characters?

Introductory Sequence 
In this lesson, we examine the opening sequence of the film Come See the Bioscope to see how this filmmaker has 
managed to convey the character, the action and the time. Although the opening sequence is only the first three 
minutes of the film, a lot of information is conveyed.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• discuss a voiceover 
• comment on sets, costumes and setting

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding (linked to task)

Dear Robert
I am afraid that no mail has been forwarded to me in the 
past two months. I miss your letters from America. My time 
has been taken up by meetings and, of course, the usual 
petitioning of the government. Thank you for the equipment 
– it is opening up a new world for my people.
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