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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

F�lm Study Example

 Lesson notes
Genre
A genre is a type of literature or film.
Some examples of film genres are horror films, action 
films, westerns and romances.

Knowing the genre of the film will help you to determine
• what stereotyped characters are likely to be 

involved
• what plots to expect
• whether the events you are watching on the 

screen are fictional or factual
• what the filmmaker’s purpose may have been
For example, a Hollywood film that is part of the teen 
romance genre may include a love triangle between a 
gorgeous cheerleader, the football captain and a nerdy 
new girl, who is really a beautiful person on the inside. In 
terms of plot you can expect lots of misunderstandings 
that eventually result in a surprise happy ending. As 
a viewer you will be aware that whilst the setting of a 
school may be familiar, the events are fictional. The likely 
purpose of the film would have been to entertain viewers.
Our film to study
The film that we will be studying in this series of lessons, 
Come See the Bioscope, was written as part of the M-Net 
New Directions series. In this project scripts developed 
by young directors are turned into short, half-hour films. 

In the case of the film, “Come See the  Bioscope”, the 
filmmaker has chosen to tell part of the life story of 
Solomon Plaatje.
This filmmaker tells a story that is historically accurate 
and which conveys a message. The main themes are 
perseverance, patriotism and fighting injustice. The film is 
shot in an artistic way which is visually pleasing to look at, 
and which helps to tell the story.
Unlike most characters in films, Solomon Plaatje, who 
is the main character in Come See the Bioscope, is not 
a made-up or fictional character from the scriptwriter’s 
imagination. The real Sol Plaatje was an author and 
intellectual who fought for better conditions for black 
people in South Africa, and the filmmaker has interpreted 
his life story to make this film. 
It would be very difficult for a filmmaker to be able to tell 
his whole story thoroughly and well in a half-hour film. 
Instead of trying to tell the whole story in an historical 
drama, the filmmaker has focused on a few key 
events instead, and has mentioned a few of his other 
achievements as background information.
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 TASK
The filmmaker of Come See the Bioscope used 
different devices to tell the story of Sol Plaatje in 
a short space of time, and to show that the action 
happened a long time ago.
Imagine how you might have done these things 
if you were the filmmaker. Consider the following 
questions:
• How could you convey a lot of information 

about a character in a short space of time?
• How could you show that the action was set 

a long time ago? 

Genres and Purposes of F�lms 
Knowing the genre and purpose of a film will help you to analyse it effectively because you will know what features to 
expect.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
•  comment on the genre of some films
• state some of the reasons why films are made

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning in visual, audio and multi-media 
texts
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding (linked to task)
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