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LESSON

Teacher Guide

More fun with figures of speech

There are many different figures of speech that add to the richness of language. We continue to look at figures
of speech usually used in a playful manner and which can be fun.

Lesson Outcomes



By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define and identify examples of:
• hyperbole
• malapropism
• spoonerism
• palindrome

Lesson notes

A hyperbole is an over-exaggeration and is not to
be taken literally.
In most cases hyperbole is used to emphasise a point
and sometimes it is used to create humour.
Examples:

Obviously, the teenager is exaggerating, and not
everyone will be there.
Malapropism describes a word that is used
incorrectly, but which sounds very similar to the
correct word.
The term, “malapropism” is named after a character,
Mrs. Malaprop, in a 1775 play called The Rivals,
written by Sheridan. In this play, Mrs. Malaprop was
a rather silly character who tried to impress people
with her extensive vocabulary. Unfortunately, she used
words incorrectly all the time, so all she achieved was
to show her ignorance!
Examples:

Curriculum Links

LO 4: Language
• use a range of figurative language such as
idiom, idiomatic expressions and proverbs with
developing appropriateness

We know the word “detergent” refers to a cleaning
liquid. Clearly the word, “detergent”, has been used
out of context here and should be replaced with the
word “deterrent” to mean “something that discourages
people from committing serious crimes”.
A spoonerism describes the mixing up of the
initial sounds of spoken words.
A spoonerism is named after the Reverend William
Archibald Spooner who was born in London in 1844.
He became quite famous for his “tongue getting
tangled”, and that is why the term bears his name.
Example:
One of Reverend Spooner’s most famous
spoonerisms was: “You have hissed my mystery
lesson!” The Reverend meant to say: “You have
missed my history lesson!”
A palindrome is a word, or a group of words, that
communicates the same message when the letters
are read backwards.
Examples:
SUMS ARE NOT SET AS A TEST ON ERASMUS
MADAM I’M ADAM

?

TASK

Listen to your teachers, friends and family for a
day, and collect as many hyperboles as you can.
In each case, explain what the speaker was trying
to achieve by using the hyperbole.
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