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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Figurative Language

 Lesson notes
A pun is a clever play on words which have the 
same sound but different meanings. 
Uses of puns:
• The double meaning in puns is used to convey 
 humour. 
• Puns are frequently used in newspaper headlines 

and advertising campaigns to grab the reader’s 
attention. 

• Puns are also often used in riddles and jokes. 
Example: 
“Knobkerrie gives clout to Parliament”. This headline is 
used to entice the reader to look closely at the article 
that follows. The article deals with a new design for 
the mace (which is traditionally a fancy baton carried 
by kings as a symbol of power) used in the South 
African Parliament. The word “knobkerrie” is used 
as a conversational reference to the new mace. The 
pun however, lies in the word “clout”. The word clout 
can have two meanings: clout (verb) – to hit; or clout 
(noun) – power or influence. So, this headline carries 
the figurative meaning of the newly designed mace 
becoming a symbol of power for the SA parliament.
A rhetorical question is a question for which no 
answer is expected. 
Rhetorical questions are also used often and 
effectively in public speaking. Care should be taken 
however not to over-use rhetorical questions as this 
detracts from the importance of what you are saying. 

In this example, the teenager would be in serious 
trouble if she actually answered her mother’s 
rhetorical question!
A euphemism is a sensitive or tactful way of 
expressing something that is unpleasant or 
uncomfortable. 
It is important to use euphemisms to be polite, but if 
you do, you need to make sure that your meaning is 
still clear.
Example: 
In our society, we often use euphemisms for death. 
For example, we say that someone has “passed 
away”, rather than say that they have died. 

Fun with figures of speech
There are many different figures of speech that add to the richness of language. The figures of speech we look 
at in this lesson are usually used in a playful manner and can be quite fun.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
•  define and identify examples of

•  puns
•  rhetorical questions 
•  euphemisms

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
• use a range of figurative language such as 
 idiom, idiomatic expressions and proverbs with 
 developing appropriateness

?  TASK
Think of your own examples of:
• puns
• rhetorical questions
• euphemisms
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