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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Figurative Language

 Lesson notes
Make sure you do not confuse parts of speech (such 
as nouns and verbs) and figures of speech (such as 
similes and metaphors). 
Figures of speech used to make comparisons
Using comparisons helps people to understand your 
message better, because you compare something 
new to something people already know about. This 
helps to convey your message more clearly. 
A simile is a direct comparison which always uses 
the words: like, as or than. 
Example: Pete eats like a pig. 

“Like a pig” is an example of figurative language 
because, if you don’t know about a pig’s eating 
behaviour, it would be very difficult to understand this 
sentence. However, if you do know how a pig eats, 
you should get a clearer image in your mind of the 
way that Pete eats. In the same way as we do not 
admire the way a pig eats, we do not admire Pete’s 
way of eating.
A metaphor is a direct description of one thing as 
if it were something else. 
Metaphors are not only used in spoken 
communication and literature, but are also often used 
in the media. Sometimes this is done to create 

interesting headlines. At other times, it helps to 
make something more understandable to readers by 
comparing it to something with which they are already 
familiar. 
A metaphor is sometimes 
called an implied 
comparison. It refers to 
a person or an object as 
being something else. 
Example: “Pete is a pig”. 
Clearly, when we say that 
Pete is a pig we  know 
that he is not literally a pig. 
Rather, we are describing 
Pete’s behaviour and 
appearance as that of a 
pig. We are being rather 
rude by describing him as 
a pig. The comparison is 
indirect or implied, because 
we are not saying that he 
reminds us of a pig, but 
that he is a pig.

?  TASK
a. Write down as many examples of similes and 

metaphors as you can find in the media. You 
could look at the titles of films, newspaper 
headlines, the names of popular songs, and 
even the titles of television programmes. 

b. Next to each example of the figure of 
speech, write down the literal meaning of the 
words. 

c. Draw the picture that the figure of speech 
creates in your mind. 

d. Decide whether or not the figure of speech 
was used effectively within the context.

Figures of speech: similes and metaphors 
The ability to identify and discuss similes and metaphors will be of great value in interpreting literature and 
comprehension passages in your class work and exams. There are many examples of figurative language in 
ordinary prose and literature, especially similes and metaphors. If you are confident about finding these and 
discussing them, you will find that your reading skills improve enormously.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify figures of speech that rely on comparisons
• define and give examples of similes and 

metaphors
• distinguish between similes and metaphors

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
• use a range of figurative language such as 
 idiom, idiomatic expressions and proverbs with 
 developing appropriateness
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