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Teacher Gu�deExam�n�ng F�lm
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Bas�c camera shots 
 An establ�sh�ng or long shot 
• An establishing or long shot shows the subject in its 

surroundings.
• These shots are called establishing shots because 

they help to set the scene and establish it in the 
mind of the viewer.

 A full shot
• In a full shot, the focus is on the character rather 

than the background. 
• Full shots enable the viewer to observe the actions 

of the character. 
• A full shot also enables you to see the character’s 

costume. This is important if the filmmaker is trying 
to show you the time period or location of the 
action. 

 A med�um shot
• A medium shot shows the subject cut off at waist 

height.
• In a medium shot, the character is shown in some 

detail and body language can be observed. The 
way that someone is standing or sitting and the 
gestures that they make with their hands and arms 
can give you some clues about what the person is 
thinking or feeling. 

 A close-up
• Sometimes, filmmakers move in closer to 

enable viewers to get an even closer look at the 
characters. In a close-up shot, the subject fills the 
whole screen.

• When you are shown a close-up shot of a character 
you are able to examine the character’s facial 
features and expressions.

• Close-ups are often used at emotional parts of 
a film to get the viewer to sense deeply what the 
character is feeling. Sometimes, the effect of this 
camera shot is maximised by using an extreme 
close-up shot. 

• As the audience we can empathise with the 
emotions of the character by becoming closely 
involved with his or her emotions.

 An extreme close up
• In an extreme close-up shot, the image is magnified 

to focus on a specific detail.
• This dramatic effect is used to emphasise detail or 

show a specific feature or emotion.
• Sometimes filmmakers will include an extreme 

close-up shot of a feature of a character, such as 
the eyes, to show terror. At other times, an extreme 
close-up shot may be included of an item of 
particular significance such as a murder weapon or 
a significant book.
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 TASK
To reinforce what we have learnt about today, pay 
attention when you watch films or TV – see if you 
can spot examples of the different types of shots!

Camera Shots 
Shooting a film is not as simple as going off with a camera and recording the action. The director and 
cinematographer of a film have to select the shots carefully that they film. 
In today’s lesson we are going to learn about the range of shots that directors and cinematographers can choose 
from, and some of the effects that these different shots create.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify and name different shots that are used in 

film
• comment on the effect that these shots create

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning in visual, audio and multi-media 
texts:
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding
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