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Teacher Gu�deExam�n�ng F�lm
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Sound can be used in three different ways in a film:
voices, music and sound effects.
Vo�ces
There are three types of voices that can be included in 
the soundtrack of a film.
• D�alogue between characters
 Most often, the script will determine what the 

main characters say, and they will then act out 
the events in the script using dialogue. Dialogue 
between characters shows us what the characters 
say and helps us to follow the plot, as we learn 
what is going on through listening to them talk. 

•	 If you pay attention to the vocabulary, accent and 
dialect that a character uses, you will also be able 
to learn more about his or her character. 

Background vo�ces
It would seem a bit strange if the only people you ever 
heard talking in films were the main characters saying 
their scripted words. If a scene from a film is set in a 
restaurant, for example, also hear people talking in the 
background at other tables, or the waiters speaking 
to customers. Like the main characters speaking, 
background voices help to set the scene and make the 
action seem more realistic. 
• Vo�ceover  
 Voiceovers are often used in documentaries or 

educational TV. You watch the action, and hear a 
voice telling you more about it. Voiceovers help to 
give a lot of information in a short space of time, 
as the voiceover can tell a story or help to set the 
scene. Voiceovers can also give valuable insight 
into what a character is thinking or feeling as they 
can tell us their innermost thoughts. 

Mus�c
• Music helps to create atmosphere and stir up 

emotive responses in a viewer. Think of the music 
that is played in horror movies when the victim 
unsuspectingly walks closer and closer to the 
monster. In other cases, soothing, classical music 
is played to create the opposite effect – it calms 
the viewer down.

• Sometimes music from a specific era is played to 
help create a realistic impression of the time, or to 
create a sense of nostalgia.

Sound effects 
• Sound effects are added in to make the film seem 

more realistic. When you see a storm outside for 
example, you know you can hear it. So, when you 
see a storm in a film, you expect to hear it too!

• These days, sound effects aren’t necessarily 
created manually, but can be digitally produced 
instead. Most computer programs include basic 
sound effects or sound clips that can be added in 
to computer presentations, but film editors have 
hundreds of sound clips at their disposal.

• Not all sound effects are realistic sounds like 
those created by rain or traffic. Instead, some 
sound effects are added into films to add to the 
drama.

?  TASK
• Listen carefully to the soundtrack of 

the next film you watch and look out 
for examples of each component of 
soundtrack. 

• See if you can work out why each 
component was chosen.

D�alogue and Soundtrack
Writing the script, or adapting a script from a previously written work, is the first step to making a film. In this 
lesson, we consider the components of the soundtrack of a film.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define soundtrack 
• comment on the soundtrack of a film and the 

effect created by the use of the different sound 
techniques

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning 
v�sual, aud�o and mult�-med�a texts:
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding
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