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Teacher Gu�deExam�n�ng F�lm
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Making a film involves following this process:
• writing the script
• directing the film
• producing the film
• shooting the film
• editing the film
Here is a list of the main people involved in creating a film 
and a brief description of what each one does.

The 
scriptwriter 
writes the 
words and 
actions for a 
film.

Sometimes, a scriptwriter will come up with an 
original plot and will write a script for this. At 
other times, a scriptwriter will take an existing 
work, perhaps a novel or a play, and he or she 
will then convert this into a film.
Writing a script is quite tricky. Like writing a 
novel, you have to create a plot and setting, 
themes and characters. But in addition to 
these components, a scriptwriter has to think 
about additional elements that make up a 
film. Scriptwriters don’t just write scripts for 
Hollywood feature films. Many companies 
produce corporate videos, television drama, 
documentaries and inserts that need scripts.

The director 
determines 
the technical 
and creative 
vision of the 
film.

The script can be interpreted in a range 
of different ways. Take for example the 
Shakespeare play, Romeo and Juliet. A 
number of film versions have been made of 
this play – there is a black and white version, 
a version that follows the original script 
closely, and a modern version. In each case, 
the director has chosen to interpret the script 
in a different way. 

The producer 
oversees the 
legal, financial 
and logistical 
aspects of a 
film.

Whilst a director focuses on the artistic 
elements of the film, the person in charge of 
producing the film is known as the producer. 
There are many aspects of film making that a 
producer has to worry about including financial 
and legal matters.

The 
cinematographer 
directs the 
photography of the 
film.

Filming a movie is not as simple as 
pointing a camera in the right general 
direction and pushing ‘record’! There is a 
range of different camera shots and angles 
for the cinematographer and director to 
choose from to create different effects.  

The editor chooses 
the frames and 
scenes to be 
shown and places 
these in order.

On a film set many takes will be shot, and 
the director and editor have to choose the 
best take, or decide to  add in a special 
effect. This is where the editor adds to the 
process of finishing the film, called post-
production.
Editing involves choosing the best takes or 
choosing the best places to cut the action 
and move on to the next shot. Editing 
also involves adding in special effects or 
graphics.
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 TASK
Write a one-sentence description of what each of 
these people does to create a film:
• Scr�ptwr�ter
• D�rector
• Producer
• C�nematographer
• Ed�tor

Making a film
The people who make films put a lot of work into deciding what pictures and sound to include in their films. Also, 
many, many hours go into determining what is filmed, actually filming it, and then editing it into what you finally see on 
television or at the cinema. In this lesson, we look at this process of filmmaking and the people who are involved in the 
different stages of creating a film.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• name and describe the roles of the people 

involved in creating a film
• describe the filmmaking process

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding
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