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 Lesson notes
Read the following extract from a newspaper article that 
appeared in the Metro section of the Sunday Times:

Here �s an analys�s of some of the features of th�s 
art�cle:
• Intent�on – the purpose of this text is to shock 

the reader and persuade him / her that something 
needs to be done.

• Target aud�ence – this appears in the Metro 
section of the paper – other residents in the area 
would have a particular interest in this article.

• Genre – this is a news article, with a persuasive 
slant.

• Style – this article borders on sensationalism, 
which means it almost blows the story out of 
proportion. The journalist has deliberately chosen 
to be dramatic (by using words such as “death 
bend” and a rhetorical question) to achieve her 
purpose of getting something done about the road. 

The head�ng
• The road’s name is Maple Road, but the journalist 

calls it death bend. These words are chosen to 
shock readers about how many accidents occur in 
this section of road. 

• The question “How many more must die?” is a 
 rhetorical question. It highlights the fact that many 

 people have already died on this road, yet still the 
government and road authorities have done little 
about solving the problem. 

Emot�ve language
• The first sentence of this article lays down facts 

about what the government has said it would do 
about a dangerous road. The words that have 
been chosen, however, are emotive – “promised” 
implies commitment, and describing the accidents 
as “serious” further shows the need for the road 
to be fixed.  By quoting the large number of 
serious accidents and the short time frame, the 
seriousness of the situation is emphasized.

• The second sentence is a sharp contrast to the 
promise mentioned in the first sentence, indicating 
that the promise has not been fulfilled. 

• The journalist makes her point by using emotive 
language (in italics). And the capital letters add 
emphasis and show how serious the situation is.

The picture and 
caption have been 
chosen to make 
people read the 
article.

?  TASK
Rewrite the following headlines to make them 
as dramatic as you can by using emotive 
language and capital letters.
1. The girl was bitten by the dog
2. The soccer team won the game
3. Drought in the Cape continues

More about d�fferent texts for d�fferent funct�ons
In this lesson we extend our understanding of the target audience, and the genre, intention and format of a text by 
examining an article about a dangerous intersection.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define target audience, genre, intention and format
• comment on these features in a text

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and v�ew�ng
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning
• identify and explain the purpose, structure and 

language use in texts
• distinguish between fact and opinion, and give 

own response
• recognise some implied meanings (linked to task)

Death Bend
How many more must d�e?
In June last year, the Gauteng government 
promised to fix a road where 77 serious accidents 
had taken place in just 18 months. This week, 
nothing had been done. And while the government 
drags its feet, THREE more people have been 
KILLED on the stretch which has been dubbed the 
Maple Road Death Bend. Nine residents have also 
been injured.
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