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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

Evaluat�ng and Compar�ng Texts

 Lesson notes
Here are some of the features and elements of a text that you may be required to analyse and some questions to 
consider about each feature.

Feature or element of text and 
definition

Quest�ons to ask 

Intent�on
The intention is the aim of the text. 

• What was the writer hoping to accomplish by producing this text?
• Was this text written to persuade, entertain, inform, protest etc.?
• Was this text written to serve more than one purpose?

Target aud�ence
The target audience is the person 
or people for whom the text was 
intended.  

• Who was this text written for?
• Does the content and style suit the people it is aimed at?
• Is the target audience for this text general (like a newspaper which is read by a range of people) or specific (like a 

journal article which is read by a small, specialised group such as doctors, sportsmen or musicians)?

Genre
A genre is a type of text that follows 
a conventional form appropriate 
to the audience, purpose and 
occasion. 

• Where are texts like this usually found?  
• What features do texts like this normally have?
• Is this text an article, a letter, an editorial, and advert etc.?

Layout
The layout or format of a text is the 
way that it has been designed and 
constructed in keeping with the 
purpose and genre of the text. 

• What format do texts like this normally have?
• How does the design of this text help me to understand it?
• How does the layout of this text fit with its purpose and genre?

Intent�on • This  intention of the article is to inform the public about an event that has happened.

Target aud�ence • The target audience of the newspaper article is the general public. Because of this, the complicated process of 
cloning is described in a simple manner and diagrams (not shown here) are used to help explain the process. 

Genre • This article contains text, a heading in bold type and a graphic illustration. These are common features of 
newspaper articles.

• A pun is used in the title. Instead of using the word “utterly”, “udderly” is used because cows have udders, and a 
cow was cloned.  You are not likely to see puns in more formal writing about cloning, yet puns are often used in 
newspaper headlines to catch the reader’s attention. 

Layout
The layout or format of a text is the 
way that it has been designed and 
constructed in keeping with the 
purpose and genre of the text. 

• A large computer-generated graphic of a cow and a calf instantly draws the reader’s attention to the article. The 
format that is used is designed to attract attention and explain the process of cloning in a way that most newspaper 
readers would understand.

 TASK
Design a leaflet to explain how HIV is spread. Your target audience is primary school learners (ages 8 – 12 years).

D�fferent texts for d�fferent funct�ons 
In this lesson we learn how to determine the target audience, genre, intention and format of a text. An article on cloning 
is examined as an example.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define target audience, genre, intention and format 

of a text
• comment on these features in a text

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning
LO 3: Wr�t�ng and Present�ng
• decide on and apply the appropriate style, point of 

view and format of texts (linked to task)

An Example:
Cloned calf �s udderly out of th�s world
The champion milk-producer’s cells, taken from her ear, were successfully fused with empty egg cells. In July last year, the embryo was transferred into a recipient 
cow, which was one of four recipient animals. Three of the animals became pregnant and one healthy offspring, Futhi, was born on April 19, weighing a healthy 32kg. 
The young heifer has black and white markings on her coat, almost identical to those of the donor cow.
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