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 Lesson notes
What �s a newspaper column?
A newspaper column is usually a comment on the news 
that is written by the same journalist at regular intervals 
e.g. a daily column or a weekly column. Columns are 
usually written by experienced and respected journalists 
who give their own opinions on certain events. Different 
columnists specialise in different types of reporting. 
Depending on what they are reporting on and the 
purpose of their column, different forms of attitude, tone, 
style and register will be used.
A column to analyse
The following extract is taken from “Gwen Gill’s People”, 
the social column of the Sunday Times newspaper. As 
the social columnist, Gwen Gill attends events such as 
big fund raising parties and she then describes these 
events and the famous people who attend them in her 
column.

What can we tell from the title?
• Madiba is an honorary title – by using this name, 

the columnist shows that she views him as a 
special person.

• “Party magic” tells us that Madiba brings a special 
quality to any event that he attends. It is a very 
positive description – the columnist, Gwen Gill is 
obviously a Mandela supporter.

• Mandela is described as being “frail” meaning 
he is weak. However, by saying that despite 
being frail, he still works his magic, the columnist 
emphasises how special he makes an event.

?  TASK
1. Write an exciting headline for your school 

newspaper to describe an important event 
that has occurred at your school. 

2. Now analyse your headline in terms of:
 a. Attitude
 b. Tone
 c. Register
 d. Style

More on features of texts   
In this lesson we analyse a newspaper social column in order to determine the attitude, tone and style that have been 
used. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define attitude, tone, register and style
• comment on these features in texts

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning (linked to task)
• identify and explain the purpose, structure and 

language use in texts

Fra�l Mad�ba can st�ll work h�s party mag�c
There are people who’ll tell you that the only must-
have ingredient at a South African party is Madiba. 
Despite looking a little sad and a tad frail – and with 
not a jive in sight – he added much fuzzy warmth to a 
Mandela Children’s Fund do at the Sandton Sun on 
Wednesday.

Att�tude The journalist is positive about Mandela. 
She says he is a “must-have” ingredient 
implying that his attendance is crucial for 
making a party successful.

Purpose The writer shows that although the ex-
president is attending a smart, fashionable 
party, he makes everybody feel at home 
and he behaves in an ordinary, informal 
manner.  

Style The style is informal and appropriate for a 
social column.  

D�ct�on Gwen Gill uses the kind of language that 
people who go, or who want to go, to these 
parties might use. For example, the event 
was referred to as a “do”, a word often 
used social columns and by people who 
go to these functions. Gwen Gill also uses 
“tad” and “fuzzy” which are also informal 
words.

Tone She is respectful and admiring.  Whilst 
admitting that he is “frail”, she says he still 
added “a fuzzy warmth” to the event.

Reg�ster The informal name “Madiba” and the 
phrase “party magic” are casual and chatty.  
‘Fuzzy’ is a fashionable word expressing a 
sentimental, informal feeling.
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