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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

Evaluat�ng and Compar�ng Texts

 Lesson notes
Here are some features of texts and suggest�ons 
for analys�ng them:

Why should we study how texts d�ffer?
Texts may cover similar subjects, but they will differ 
depending on their target audience and purpose. The 
target audience refers to the type of people who will read 
the text. The purpose of a text is the reason why it has 
been written. 
Because you are exposed to so many texts, you need to 
be able to evaluate how they convey their message so 
that you can determine if the message is relevant to you 
and whether the writer is trying to convince you by using 
biased arguments.

 TASK
Examine the following extract from an article by 
Charlotte Bauer that appeared in the Sunday 
Times:
“I was alerted to BE POSITIVE Day by its 
wanton use of capital letters, an act of emotional 
desperation only redeemed by the absence of an 
exclamation mark at the end of ‘positive’.”

Write a sentence on each of the following 
characteristics of the sentence:
a. Attitude
b. Tone
c. Register
d. Style

Features of texts 
In this lesson we learn how to read between the lines of texts in order to determine and comment on the attitude, tone 
and style that have been adopted.  We define how these features carry out the purpose of the text. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define attitude, tone, register and style 
• comment on these features in texts and how they 

help to fulfil the purpose of the text

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning (linked to task)
• identify and explain the purpose, structure and 

language use in texts 

T�p!
When you are analysing a text, look for clues within 
the context of the whole article. You cannot make 
judgements about the author’s attitude and purpose 
from an isolated word or phrase. 

Feature and definition To find out about this 
feature, ask yourself:

Notes:

Att�tude
The point of view that the 
writer holds. It is indicated 
by the tone, register and 
style adopted.

Is the writer’s viewpoint 
balanced or biased towards 
one side? (Biased means 
to favour one point of view 
over another.)

A writer may be very much 
against something. In this 
case, he or she will use 
words that have negative 
connotations or meanings 
and emphasise one point 
of view while ignoring the 
opposite argument.

Style
The way in which a text 
has been constructed or 
expressed through use of 
language. Diction, tone, 
and register all make up a 
writer’s style.

What form of 
communication has been 
used and what kind of 
audience is it intended for? 
Is it suitable for the audience 
and purpose of the text?  Is 
the text formal or informal?

Consider whether the style 
of the text is suitable for the 
audience.

D�ct�on
The way in which the 
choice of words affects the 
meaning of a text.

Have positive, negative or 
neutral words been used?

Conside the connotations of 
the word used?

Tone
The mood or feeling 
conveyed in a piece of 
writing or when someone 
speaks.

Is the text humorous, 
sincere, enthusiastic, 
mocking, or scornful?

Tone is described using an 
adjective.

Reg�ster
The type of language that 
is appropriate for use in a 
certain situation.

Are the style, diction and 
tone of this article suitable 
for the intention and context 
of the text?
Has this text used longer 
sentences and words 
with more syllables than 
an informal register?  It is 
more difficult to read and is 
able to express effectively 
more abstract ideas to 
an educated reader? 
(Answering “yes” to the last 
two questions indicates 
formal register.)

Register can be described 
as formal, informal, casual 
or colloquial.
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