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Teacher Gu�deElements of Drama
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
At the beginning of the play, Lear exiles his youngest 
daughter and divides his kingdom between his two 
elder daughters. He plans to stay with each daughter in 
turn, taking with him a retinue of one hundred knights. 
He starts by staying with his eldest daughter, Goneril, 
but conflict develops between them. Because Goneril 
suggests reducing the number of his knights to fifty, 
Lear leaves in a fury and goes to stay with his second 
daughter, Regan. Regan is not at all happy to see her 
father, and asks him to return to Goneril’s house. Here is 
Lear’s response: 
LEAR
Return to her, and fifty men dismiss’d?
No, rather I abjure all roofs, and choose
To wage against the enmity o’ th’ air,
To be a comrade with the wolf and owl-
Necessity’s sharp pinch! Return with her?
Why, the hot-blooded France, that dowerless took
Our youngest born, I could as well be brought
To knee his throne, and, squire-like, pension beg
To keep base life afoot. Return with her?
Persuade me rather to be slave and sumpter
To this detested groom.
[Points at Oswald.]
GONERIL
At your choice, sir.
LEAR
I prithee, daughter, do not make me mad.
I will not trouble thee, my child; farewell.
We’ll no more meet, no more see one another.
But yet thou art my flesh, my blood, my daughter;
Or rather a disease that’s in my flesh,
Which I must needs call mine. Thou art a boil,
A plague sore, an embossed carbuncle
In my corrupted blood. But I’ll not chide thee.
Let shame come when it will, I do not call it.
I do not bid the Thunder-bearer shoot
Nor tell tales of thee to high-judging Jove.
Mend when thou canst; be better at thy leisure;
I can be patient, I can stay with Regan,
I and my hundred knights.

F�nd�ng the themes
Look for 
words that are 
repeated or 
related.

Lear keeps repeating “Return to her?” He 
is referring to his daughter Goneril who has 
made him furious because she has refused 
to allow him to bring his hundred knights.

Look for 
references to 
other characters.

He does mention another daughter, “our 
youngest born”, Cordelia. He may be 
mentioning her to make Regan feel guilty 
for not wanting to let him stay, after another 
of his daughters, Goneril, has already 
abandoned him. 

Look for 
statements that 
appear dramatic.

Lear says that rather than being persuaded 
to go back to Goneril’s house, he would 
rather be persuaded to be a slave to his 
servant! He also says he would rather not 
live under any roof but would prefer to take 
his chances living in the open with wild 
animals like wolves and owls. He is being 
dramatic to make a point.

Consider the 
relationships 
between the 
characters and 
how these are 
described.

Lear addresses Goneril as “daughter” and 
“my child”. He reminds them both that 
she is “my flesh, my blood, my daughter”. 
However the idea of your daughter being 
your flesh and blood is twisted – suddenly 
Goneril is like a piece of diseased flesh – 
part of him, but a source or pain, discomfort 
and embarrassment.

?  TASK
For your task, discuss in class the duties 
of parents towards children and of children 
towards parents. 

1. What does the parent owe the child and the 
child the parent?

2. How are we meant to treat our parents and our 
children?

3. What happens when parents and children fail 
in their duty to one another?

Themes �n K�ng Lear
In this lesson we will practise discussing theme by considering an extract from King Lear.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define the term, theme
• find the theme of an extract from a Shakespearean 

play

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
demonstrate various reading and viewing strategies for 
comprehension and appreciation
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