
Teacher Gu�deElements of Drama
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

84

 Lesson notes
A character is a person in a play defined by his or 
her motives, actions and dialogue, as well as by the 
comments of other characters.
In drama you will also find different types of characters: 
• Flat characters are known by one or two 

character traits or qualities because they are not 
psychologically complex. 

• Round characters are complex and they often 
display the contradictions and internal conflicts 
found in most real people. 

• Stock characters embody stereotypes like the 
“mad scientist” or “evil stepmother.”

• Stat�c characters remain the same from the 
beginning of the play to the end.

• Dynam�c characters undergo some kind of 
change because of the action in the plot. 

Character�sat�on �s the process by wh�ch the playwr�ght 
makes a character seem real to the aud�ence.
A playwright can use a combination of methods to create 
characters, including telling us about or showing us:
• their appearance – Shakespeare gives very little 

of this kind of information, but if you watched a 
play being performed the actor’s clothing, facial 
appearance and body language would give you 
lots of clues about a character.

• their act�ons
• their emot�ons
• their words
• their mot�vat�on
• their thoughts – Shakespeare uses the technique 

of the soliloquy to convey the character’s thoughts 
to the audience 

A soliloquy is a speech by a character, alone on the stage, 
speaking to himself or herself. The character speaks aloud 
his or her thoughts and feelings.

Soliloquies work very well in plays, because they enable 
the audience to glimpse the character’s private thoughts. 
These are often quite different from the appearance that 
the character gives in front of other people.
An example – Lady Macbeth’s sol�loquy 
The following soliloquy is performed by Lady Macbeth 
when her husband, Macbeth, sends her a letter telling 
her of the witches’ prophecy that he will be King. Her 
words reveal that she is a powerful and ruthless woman 
who devotes her life to evil. 
The raven himself is hoarse 
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements. Come you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full
Of direst cruelty; make thick my blood, 
Stop up th’access and passage to remorse,
That no compunctious visitings of nature
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between
Th’effect and it. Come to my women’s breasts,
And take my milk for gall, 
Come thick Night, And pall thee in the dunnest smoke 
of hell, That my keen knife see not the wound it 
makes, Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the 
dark, to cry ‘Hold, hold!’
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 TASK
Conduct an imaginary interview with Lady 
Macbeth at the end of the play. Write down the 
questions you would ask her and the answers 
you imagine she would give. 

Talk�ng to Lady Macbeth 
Often in your study of literature, you are asked to discuss characterisation. In this lesson, we learn what is meant 
by character and characterisation and we discuss how Lady Macbeth is characterised in her soliloquy.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define character and characterisation
• analyse a character from the dialogue of a play

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning
drama:
• recognise how dialogue and action are related to 

character and theme (linked to task)
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