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Teacher Gu�deElements of Drama
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Plot refers to the events or incidents that make up the 
action of a story as they are linked by cause and effect.
Important po�nts about plot
• One incident develops out of another or adds to 

another. This builds up a feeling of excitement and 
tension in the audience. 

• The plot of a play is designed to have a particular 
effect on the audience – to make them laugh or 
cry or feel afraid.

• The story is structured in such a way that the plot 
reaches a climax, a crisis or a moment of decision.

• Shakespeare’s plays are divided into 5 acts. The 
climax usually occurs near the end of the third act.

The structure of a plot can be represented as follows:

• The exposition is the explanation that occurs at 
the start of the play when we are introduced to the 
characters, the situation that they are in, and the 
main themes.

• The rising action comes after the exposition – 
tension builds and the characters find themselves 
in a challenging situation.

• The climax is the high point of the drama or the 
key event.

• After the climax; we have the falling action and the 
denouement or conclusion occurs as the situation 
returns to normal and loose ends are tied up.

?

E 2+2=4

 TASK
1. Write your own definition of the term “plot”. 
2. Decide on the order of the following two 

sentences so that you create TWO different 
plots:

• The father shouted.
• The children screamed.

a. Your first plot must show a father who 
frightens his children.

b. Your second plot should show a father 
who calls for help.

Plot 
Drama is written mainly to be performed, not read! It is a presentation of action by actors, on a stage, before an 
audience. In this series of lessons we consider some of the conventions of drama, beginning in this lesson with a 
discussion on plot.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define the term “plot”
• analyse how a particular plot works in terms of 

cause and effect

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning
drama:
• describe plot, subplot, character portrayal, conflict 

and dramatic purpose (linked to task)

T�p!
It is essential when studying a Shakespeare play, 
or any piece of literature for that matter, to know not 
only the story, but also the causes and effects of the 
different events that occur. 
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