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 Lesson Notes
Add-on Cards
An add-on card is a hardware device that plugs 
into a special slot on a motherboard. Different 
add-on cards serve different purposes and each 
provides a port for a specifi c cable to plug into. 
When you plug in an add-on card, you need to 
install a special software program called a driver to 
tell the computer how the new device works.

All add-on cards fi t into one of two types of slots 
on the motherboard, either a PCI or an ISA slot. 
Before you buy an add-on card you must ensure 
that your PC has the correct slot available.

A TV card is an example of an add-on card. It 
allows you to watch TV programmes on your 
computer screen and to record what is being 
viewed onto the hard drive. You need to slot the 
card into the motherboard, install the driver and 
connect the TV aerial to the port on the TV card. 
You are then ready to watch TV on your computer 
screen.
A sound card is another example of a common 
add-on card. It improves the quality of sound from 
your computer.
Computer�sed Appl�ances
Appliances are becoming increasingly 
computerised. One example is Kelvinator’s Washy 
Talky – a talking washing machine! The Washy 
Talky has high-tech microprocessors and a voice 
synthesiser. This means that it can tell you how to 
wash your clothes perfectly. It does this by sensing 
the weight of the load and then automatically 
deciding on the right wash program, water level, 
and cycle time.
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 Task
1. Write a short explanation of what an add-on 
 card is.
2. Find out with the help of your teacher what 
 type of computer you have at your school 
 and what add on cards have been installed.
3. Do some research to find out what other add 
 on cards are available.

Add-on Cards and Computer�sed Appl�ances
Add-on or expansion cards are plug-in cards which, when plugged in on the motherboard, provide 
additional ports for cables to be plugged into. In this way additional hardware devices may be added to 
any computer system when needed. This could include domestic appliances because nowadays we fi nd 
that home appliances, such as washing machines and sound systems, are increasingly computerised. 
This lesson focuses on add-on cards and how household appliances can link to computers using them.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
• Explain what an add-on card is;
• Name different add-on cards and say what 

they are used for.
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• Identify the main hardware components of at 

least two types of computer.
• State and discuss the implications of the latest 

computer technologies.

A modem A Network card

A Sound card
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