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 Lesson Notes
There are many output devices but we will only 
discuss printers and monitors.
Pr�nters
There are three main kinds of printer 
technologies: dot matrix, inkjet and laser. Look at 
the table for a comparison of all three.

Dot matr�x Inkjet Laser
Purchase 
pr�ce

Relatively 
cheap

More 
expensive 
than dot 
matrix

Most 
expensive of 
the three

Paper Multi-part 
paper

Single sheets 
A4 size paper

Single sheets 
A4 size paper

Cost of �nk 
replacement

Cheap to 
replace 
ribbons

Expensive to 
replace ink 
cartridges

Uses cost 
effective 
powered 
ink which 
is cheaper 
than inkjet 
cartridges

Pr�nt qual�ty Can only 
print text 
and the 
dots are 
visible

Can print 
good quality 
text and 
images

Produces the 
best quality 
prints

How do they 
work?

Keys hit 
against the 
ink ribbon 
and letters 
are formed 
on a piece 
of paper 
– impact 
printing

Jets of ink 
squirt dots 
onto paper 
to form the 
image or text 
being printed

Uses a 
combination 
of static 
electricity, 
laser and 
powdered ink 
to produce 
smooth 
images and 
text

Mon�tor Screens
Early monitors could only display text in black 
and white, orange and black, or green and black. 
Graphics cards were introduced by IBM and 
subsequent improvements enable monitors to 
display good quality images in full colour or black 
and white. Older monitors are based on Cathode 
Ray Tube (CRT)

Technology resulting in very bulky monitors. More 
modern monitors use Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) 
and plasma technology resulting in a thinner 
monitor.
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 Task
1. a. Find out what kinds of printers your 
  school has.
 b. List the advantages and disadvantages 
  of each kind of printer that you find.
 c. Suggest how a different kind of printer 
  might be better suited to your school.
2. Make a list of as many other output 
 devices as you can find in a week and say 
 what each is used for.

Common Output Dev�ces
Output devices have certainly changed drastically over the last few decades. Did you know that at 
fi rst printers could only print text in black and white? This meant no pictures, no colour and poor text-
quality in many instances. In this lesson we trace the developments of printers as well as monitors 
across the years. We see how the latest trends are an improvement on old technology.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
• List common output devices;
• State what common output devices are used 

for;
• Describe how printers and monitors have 

improved over time.
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• Identify the main hardware components of at 

least two types of computer.
• State and discuss the implications of the 

latest computer technologies.

Monitor 
with CRT

Laptop with 
LCD screen
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