
Informat�on Technology Grade 10   Lesson Notes

Hardware

12

! ?

E 2+2=4

R

G

 Lesson Notes
Scanners
Scanners are input devices that capture images 
by a process of digitisation and send this digitised 
image as input to the computer. There are different 
types of scanners including fl at-bed scanners 
which are used in schools and homes, and bar 
code or hand-held scanners which are used in 
supermarkets. 

Keyboards
A keyboard is used to input data in the form 
of letters, numbers and instructions into the 
computer. There are wireless keyboard and 
ones with cables. A keyboard with a cable is 
connected directly to the computer and the input 
is via the cable. Wireless keyboards transfer data 
to the computer via infrared beams. A beam of 
information is sent from the keyboard, as you type, 
to a receiver which is plugged into the computer.

Mouses or M�ce? 
Computer experts can’t seem to decide! Both 
terms can be used to describe more than one 
mouse. A mouse sends data about its changing 
position to the computer. Just like keyboards, 
mouses also come with cables or wireless. In the 
case of wireless, the mouse sends signals using a 
high frequency radio transmitter which is built into 
the mouse. 
D�g�tal Cameras
Digital cameras are input devices which allow 
you to input photographs and video clips into your 
computer. You can then view them on the screen, 
print them out and even email them to your 
friends. Digital cameras connect to a computer 
using cables or infrared. 
We also take a look at input devices which have 
been specially designed for people with disabilities 
that prevent them from using a standard keyboard.
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 Task
1.  Name different input devices and say 

what data each is used for.
2.  Name different ways in which input 

devices can send data to a computer.
3. a.  Think of someone in your community 

who would fi nd it diffi cult to input 
data into a computer; and

 b.  Then describe an existing input 

Common Input Dev�ces
In this exciting lesson a computer store is visited and input devices including scanners, keyboards, 
mouses, digital cameras and webcams are investigated. An explanation of each device and how it 
is used is given. The way we input data is constantly being improved and keeping abreast of these 
changes will help you understand input devices better. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
• Identify different input devices;
• State the purposes for which different input 

devices are used;
• List different ways in which input devices send 

data to the computer.
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• Identify the main hardware components of at 

least two types of computer.

Flat-bed scanner

Wireless keyboard

Lesson

5




