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 Lesson notes
Portable computers are designed so that their 
input, processing, output and storage devices 
are compacted into one machine making it easy 
to carry around. Look at the following differences 
between a notebook and a desktop computer and 
add more if you can.

Notebook Desktop

Input Dev�ce Touch pad or 
external mouse

Mouse

Output Dev�ce Thin LCD 
screen

Usually bulky, 
glass- like 
(CRT) screen

Advantages 
and 
D�sadvantages

• Fits into a 
bag for easy 
mobility

• Information 
is accessible 
wherever 
the user is

• Theft 
is more 
probable 
because of 
size

• Sits on a 
desk and is 
not easy to 
move

• Information 
is only 
accessible 
where the 
desktop is 
plugged in 

• Desktops 
are more 
difficult 
to steal 
because of 
their bulky 
size

Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) are also 
portable computers. They were originally 
designed to be electronic diaries where notes 
and appointments could be kept on record. 
PDAs have since become more powerful and 
can perform additional functions such as those 
of a cell phone! There are however some things 
a PDA can still not do, such as, process a Word 
document.

Wearable computers as the name suggests are 
computers that are “worn” by people. They are a 
relatively new invention and are small, powerful 
computers which are touch- or voice-activated. 
One example is a jacket that monitors the heart 
rate and other vital statistics of a baby. This is 
especially useful in preventing Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome (SIDS) commonly referred to as 
“cot deaths”.
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 Task
1. Find 3 different kinds of portable computers 

and name each kind.
2. List differences between desktop computers 

and notebooks.
3. a. Say what wearable computers are; and 
 b.  Suggest how they would be useful in your 

everyday life.

Portable Comput�ng Dev�ces
Portable computers are fast becoming the preferred choice when it comes to computers. Being portable 
allows users to have immediate access to their information wherever they are. In this lesson we look 
at a notebook computer and compare it to a desktop computer. Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) are 
also discussed. Finally, wearable computers are discussed. Wearable computers are used in a variety of 
ways, one being to monitor vital statistics and life support.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
• Identify different types of portable computers; 
• Identify differences between desktop 

computers and notebooks;
• Explain what wearable computers are.
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• Identify the main hardware components of at 

least two types of computer.
• State and discuss the implications of the latest 

computer technologies.

PDA

Lesson

4




